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GOOD

VOL. 4 No. 4

AUSTI N, TEXAS

APRIL 1953

WHAT CANPRAYING DO?

GOD'S LIT TLE SPLINTER
I'm just a little splinter in God's cathedral grand
Y et H e h as gu id ed me o ver sea and o ve r land.
Loving every body, h ating every si n , prayi.ng that
Each child o f God will find His light with in !

WORRY! WHY WORRY?
Worry! Why worry? What can worrying do?
It never stops a trouble from overtaking you.
It gives you indigestion and sleepless hours at night,
And fills with gloom the days, however fair and bright,
It puts a frown upon the face, a grumble in one 's tone ,
It makes you unfit to live with others and unfit to live alone!
Worry! Why worry? What can worrying do?
It never stops a trouble from overtaking you.
Pray! Why pray? What can praying do?
Prayer can really alter things; it makes life anew.
It's good for the digestion , gives perfect sleep at night,
And on the very gloomiest days sheds rays of golden light .
It puts a smile upon your face, a love note in your tone,
It makes you fit to live with others and fit to live alone.
Pray! Why pray? What can praying do?
It can bring GOD down from Heaven to love and work through YOU!

RALD
The Texas Herald will be published monthly as the Lord pro·
vides the funds. It has no subscription price, but is distributed
without charge. Its publication is made possible by the free will
gifts of those who receive it.
If you would like to receive future copies of The Texas Herald
please send us your name and address at once.
Published monthly at Austin, Texas

Mail Address .................... Box 2156 Capitol Station, Austin, Texas
J. A. Dennis ............................................................ Editor and Publisher

"Il ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
April 15th marked the close of two years ministry of the
House of Prayer in Austin. April 12th ended one full of radio
programs, "Words of Life."
During these two years we have endeavored not only to
preach His Word in all its fullness, but to witness to the truth
that God heals the sick today, God baptizes with His Holy
Spirit today, and God provides our every need if we are wholly
His.
God is a good God. He has been especially good to us
these two years. At the House of Prayer, in the Texas Herald,
and on the Words of Life program, no one has been asked
for money, only God; we have bought nothing on time; we have
accepted no loans; we have trusted and waited upon God for our
every need. And He has supplied that need. We thank all of
you who have helped, with your prayers and your gifts. And especially do we thank God frop roving to us that His Word is true.
Now, we feel led to close the House of Prayer and discontinue the Words of Life program, at least for the summer. We feel
impressed to quit TALKING for a while, get alone with God
and LISTEN to Him more closely, to know His will for us in
the days ahead and for the power to do His will.
We plan to accept some speaking invitations, attend some
camps and revival campaigns, and to be in quiet retreat for a
time.
God willing, we plan to reopen the House of Prayer in the
fall, probably at a new location.
The Texas Herald will continue. We thank you for your
generous gifts to its ministry, and for the testimonies to its blessing the lives of those who read it.
We will be happy to hear from any of you who care to
write us. Please address us, Box 2156 Capitol Station, Austin,
Texas.
The Lord Bless you,
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Dennis

FEAR NOT
Most everyone in the world today lives in the shadow of
fear. High and low, rich and poor, black and white, Christian
or pagan, people are afraid.
We fear danger, accidents, sickness, poverty, loss of jobs, insecurity. We fear depression, Communism, war. We fear robbers
and thieves and hi-jackers. We fear ridicule, public opinion, Joss
of friends. But most of all we fear Death, which is the father of
all lesser fears.
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The spectre of death casts its shadow over our Jives from
the cradle to the grave. Why are we afraid? Because we h ave
sinned. Becau e we do not fully know and fully trust God.
lt is under tandable why non-Christians should live in fear,
becau e the wages of sin is death . But fear is no coat fo r a
Christian to wear. Je us repeatedly commanded "F ear not!" " Wh y
are ye fearful?" "Where is your faith ?"
John said, 'There is no f ear in lov e, but perfect love casteth
out f ear." (I John 4: 18)
Christians do not need to be afraid. In fact, it is a sin to
be afraid. lf your life i ruled by fear, then you are not full y
Christian. You need to fall on your knee and ask God to forgive
your fears and give you His gift of faith.
The Bible promi es Divine Protection , against harm , evil ,
accident, enemies, pre-mature death; just a much as it promise
Salvation, forgiveness for in , healing, Divine health, the Holy
Spirit, guidance, the supply of our every needs, or eternal life
in Heaven.
lf you are afraid it is because you do not know the Word
of God or, knowing it, you have not CLAIMED the Divine
Protection the Holy Word promi es to all who trust and obey God.
The outstanding passage on protection in the Bible is found
in the inty-first P aim. Let's read it again:
"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High ·hall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty . I will say of the Lord,
He is my refuge and my fortress : my God; in him will I trust.
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler , and
from the noisome pestilence. He hall cover thee with his feathers ,
and under his wing shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield
and buckler.
"Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for
the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh
in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand;
but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eye shalt thou
behold and see the reward of the wicked . Because thou hast made
the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation ;
"There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee ,
to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt tread
upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou
trample under feet.
"Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my
name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be
with him in trouble; I will deliver him , and honour him. With
long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation." (Psalm 91)
Do you DWELL in the secret place of the most high? Do
you LIVE in Him? Not just a Sunday visit with Him, but LIVE
in Him? If so, then He is your fortress. In a fortress you are safe.
The enemy cannot get in to harm you.
And what protection does this Psalm promise to those who
DWELL in Him?
First, He promises to deliver them from the snare of the
fowler. The devil is continually setting traps and snares for the
unwary feet of God's children. But God will deliver you from the
devil's tricks. He also promises to deliver you from the noisome
pestilence. Do you suffer from some pestilence, some disease? He
promises deliverance and protection from all such diseases, if you
live in. Him, believe His promises, and CLAIM His protection.
Like a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings ,so the
Father. long t~ gather His children under His everlasting arms, if
the ~htld~en wtl( only run to Him at the first sign of danger and
stay m Hts keeping. The mother hen furnishes protection, guidance,
warmth, shelter and food to her chickens.
Are you afraid at night? Of robbers, of the dark, of unknown fears? You need not be, if you will claim His promise,
"Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night."
Are you afraid of accidents, of speeding cars, of train wrecks?
He promi es that you hall not fear for the "arrow that flieth by

!he devil is the serpent. Jc,us offers protection against the
shall
de II and all his demons. And 0 [HJ G, by A Y MEA
hurt ,ou! Could anything be more s\\ecping and wonderful than
that'' ·Halleluja! Paul said:
··111 all these things we are more than conqueror.\.
through Him that /o\'ed 11s." (Rom. 8: 37)
Wh\ docs God promise all this protection to His children?
· "'Becau1e he hath .11'1 hi.\ love upon me, therefore
11·ill I deli,·er him: I will set him 011 high hecause he hath

IT'S ALREADY HERE!

h/10\\'/1 I/IV 11at11 e."

Have vo~ set your love upon Him? Do you "love God \~1th
.tit , our he.art and soul and strength and mind," which Jesus aid
\\ as· the first and great commandment'> ( \lark 12: 30) John says,
"l here is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love ."
(I John 4: 18)
Do you "seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness"?
ll ,ou do, then you can claim His promised care. (Matt. 6: 33)
" H e \'hall call upon me, and !will answer him: I will
be with him in trouble; I wil deliver him, and honor him."
gain and again in this Psalm, God repeats the divine promise
of His protecting care, so there will be no doubt in your heart,
o vou will believe Him and trust Him .
·
"With Ion,? life will I satisfy him. and show him my
salvation."

Tf you arc wholly His you can claim a normal span of life
and thus rid yourself of all fear of a premature death by sickne s
or accident or foul play, and you can truly see in your own experience, the Lord's salvation.
How do you claim this Divine ProtectJOn?
First, you mu t believe it. To trengethen your faith and to
rid vourself of the sin of unbelief, read this 91 st Psalm at least
one~ a day. ot only read it, study it and meditate upon it, pray
over each verse, each promise; ask God to make it real to you :
look up reference to companion promises in the ew Testament,
from the lips of Je us and Paul.
. econd, you must bring yourself under the conditions of this
promise. You mu t ABIDE-not just visit, but ABIDE- live, in
His presence, daily, hourly, at work, at play, reading, writing, talking: all must be in Hi service-to His glory.
Third, you must Die, die to self, to live for Chri t. Death is
the father of all lesser fears . Death and fear are caused by the
devil. When you die to self, are crucified with Chri t, and can say
with Paul, "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not
1. but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me." (Gal. 2:20) When you can say that, all fear of
death is gone, and with that fear go most all the le ser fears that
torment you.
Peter say, "Who is he that will harm you, if ye he followers
of that which is ,?ood?" (I Peter 3. 13)
When the disciples were terrified by the storm that threatened
to capsize their boat on the sea of Galilee, Jesus rebuked the wind
and sea and also rebuked the disciples, saying, "Why are ye fearful;
0 ye of little faith?" (Matt. 8: 26)
Why are YOU fearful? Do you believe God's Word? Do
you belong to Him? Do you believe He i able to protect you from
any and all harm? Do you ABID in Him and does He abide in
you? Then you can lay down at night with peace in your heart,
knowing that God and His angels are on the job and that "He
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep." (Ps. 121: 4)
And you can ay:

"I will hath lay me down in peace, and sleep: for
thou, Lord, only makes/ me dwell in safety." (P . 4:8)
"For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power. and of love and of a sound mind." (If Tim. 1:7)

day ," if you will trust yourself to Hi care.
Does the toll of accidents, sicknes and death all around you
terrify you with the fear that you will be the next victim? You
need not be afraid. He ays, "a thousand shall fall at thy side and
ten thousand at thy ri,?ht hand, but it shall not come nigh thee,"
if you trust Him. You will see these things happen to other , but
not to you. Why? Because you have made the Lord , your refuge,
your habitation, your protection .
Have you made the Lord your protection? Or do you rely
on locks and guns, on police and pills, on doctor and medicines,
on the arm of fie h to save you?
Then to include any lurking fear that you may have, to bar
any exception, He says, 'There hall no evil befall thee, neither
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." You can claim God'
protection, not only for your elf, but for your household, your
dwelling, against any plague, against every evil. Why? Because "He
shall give His angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy
ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou da h thy
foot against a stone."
Do you believe in angels? Jesus said little children have protecting angel who "always behold the face of my Father which is in
heaven." (Matt. 18: 10) He said He could "pray to my Father
and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angel "
(Matt. 26: 53) to protect Him if He wished it. He aid He wa
coming again with the angels, to claim His own. (Matt. 16: 27)
You cannot have an accident, you cannot even tub your toe,
if you believe and rely on this passage, 'They hall bear thee up
in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot again t a tone." Claim
this divine protection each morning a you leave the house, each
day as you start off in your car, and ee if He won't make it
good, if you ABID in Him.
"Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young
lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet."
Je us repeated thi promise in Luke 10:19 when He said,
"Behold I give unto you power to tread on erpent and scorpion ,
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing hall by any
mean hurt you."
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Wesley and Wigglesworth . And He\ ~1111
d0ing it today.
Thank God we have a God who is bigger
than anything He created and is able to
fix up anything He made, if the O\.\ ncr will
(Fifth in a Series on Miracles)
let Him .
Are miracle contrary to God's laws, the that God can do similar things with the
Break one of His own law ? He doesn't
liw of nature? To work a "miracle" of human body which is His creation as well have to break any of His own laws. What
healing, or guidance or of provision, mu t as the electric tram.
was the purpose of the little boy's train'?
So then, when a man "'ho was born into Wasn't it made to run around the track?
God break the great la"' s by which He
rules the universe, the sun, moon and stars this world with a perfect body, a body creat- And could it run around the track after the
in their cour e , the earth in its orbit, the ed to live and grow by certain very rigid little boy had ignorantly or wilfully broken
rules of eating and drinking, thinking and it by breaking the rules of its power?
growth of grass and trees and men?
God has created the heavens and the loving, working and sleeping; when that
What was the purop e of Dad' fixing it
earth and man. He made all these things man breaks the laws of God in his body; up? So it could fulfill its original purpo. e
for man' benefit. He made them to work, when he drinks, smokes, overeats, under- and run around the track again.
day and night, year in and year out, after sleep , over-works, under-prays, and ceases
What is God's purpose for your body? ls
certain law which keep the sun appearing to tudy and obey God's Word and God's it not made for life and health-not sickness
every morning, bring the dew and the rain, laws; and when that body , created in the and death? Can vou fulfill that purpose
image a,d likeness of God, breaks down and when you are broken down in health and
pringtime and harve t. All this is true.
Yet, to shut God up to what He has al- its o·rnans :·efuse to work any longer; and that lying on a bed or spending your days in
ready done, to prohibit Him, in man·s think- man - ees hi mi takes and come to hi
a wheel chair? What doe God do when He
ing, from touching or changing, from Father as a little child and cries out. "Oh, heals your body? He restore you to your
speeding up or slowing down, or doing any- God, forgive me for tampering with this natural health so that His original purpose
thing el e He deemed important to man's marvelou body you've given me , forgive for your life can be accompli hed; so you
welfare, would make the creature more im- me for breaking your law of health, your can live and serve Him and obey Him and
portant and more powerful than the Creator. law of love, your laws of obedience and witness for Him. That' His purpose for you
God's is such a marvelous creation that prayer; forgive me and fix me up so my -not ju t that you might spend so many
it cannot be up et by a little tinkering here body will work again!"
elfish year on this earth, eating and drinkand there, a little repairing. a few accident
Must God tand aside as the skeptics say ing and spending your substance in riotous
or change .
He mu t, and say: " o, on, I told you how living-but to serve Him, to glorify Him,
Suppo e you give your mall boy an ex- to keep it working, I gave you a Book of to witness for Him, to tell others about Him.
pensive electric train. You explain as best Rules for living, but you disobeyed.
ow
And, whenever you come back to the
you can to him the way it works, what there i nothing left to do but throw you Heavenly Father with a sincere prayer in
must be done to keep it going and in good in the ash can and let them haul you away." your heart of repentance and a incere will
order, that he must not do certain things
Is that all God can do and yet you can to get up and serve God when He heals
or it will be ruined. But he doe n't fully fix up your little boy's toy and make it you and break His rules no more; God is
understand.
work again though he, too, has disobeyed always anxiou to heal you, more anxious
So, while you are bu y with your news- and broken one of God' fundamental laws, than you are to be healed.
paper the boy plays with his train. It purrs the law of power, the law of electricity? Do
Jesu Christ cried out, "The harvest m,ly
around and around and he is content. But you say that is all God can do?
is plenteous, hut the laborers are few; pray
before long, the purring top and later you
If you do, then you don't know God and ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
hear a wail of complaint: "Daddy, this you don't know His power and His love. he will send forth labourer.\ into his harl'est."
old train's no good. It won't go!"
God can also take that child of His in Hi
(Matt. 9: 37-38)
When you go to ee what the trouble is, arms and say, "Look here, son, let me ee
God is advertising for workers in His
you discover that your on, ignorant of the what is the matter with my little boy. Don't vineyard, He's calling for labourers for His
limited capacity of the train has decided to you know you mu t obey your Father? But harvest, He's desperately in need of help
ship himself by freight, and the over-load let's see if I can fix it. Ye , it doesn't seem in His kingdom. And He is glad to take you
to be damaged beyond repair.
ow, if and fix you up so you can be of service
ha cau ed the car coupling to pull out,
and smashed off a wheel. The train is you'll just wait a minute and help me, I'll to Him, if you come with that incere puroon have you going as good as new again. po e in your heart.
wrecked. It won't go. He ha broken the
And this time plea e try to remember and
Don't come begging God to heal your
laws of its intention and its limit .
What do you? Do you angrily tell your obey what I tell you o you won't have this stomach so you can enjoy your beer more,
son that, since he ha disobeyed you and trouble again."
don't come begging God to heal your throat
Je u said to the woman taken in sin: until you're ready to give up those deadly
caused the train to break down, there i
nothing you can do about it, that you'll "Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin cigarettes that cause your throat trouble.
just have to throw the whole system into the no more." (John 8: J.J)
Don't come begging God to heal your arthBut you ay that isn't fair, that's cheating nt1 or cancer until you're ready to give
ash can?
Or do you sit down and patiently replace on the rules and on those who do obey up that resentment and anger and hate that
the wheel, straighten out the coupling, set the rules. I don't know whether it is unfair cau ed them. But come telling God you're
the train going again and repeat your warn- or more than fair, but I know it is loving sorry for your in and the mistake that
ing instructions to your on, hoping that he and God i love. And I know God does are at the root of your trouble. Tell Him
will soon learn how to operate the train? it, is doing it wherever He can find one of when He heals you you'll serve and witne s
You do the latter, of course. Have the His children in trouble and where that child and wnrk for Him the rest of ,·our life.
laws of electricity, of the train been broken? will run to Him in faith and love and re- And tell Him you love Him and He'll heal
Yes, but not beyond repair, and onlv tem- rentance and say: "Father, fix me up this you.
And you'll run a!!ain, like the little boy'
porarily. The electric wires of the home are time and I won't disobey you anymore!"
God has always done that. He did it for
able to absorb the minor shorting that the
train, and God's laws will none of them
!rain's accident has caused, and the train, Moses and Elijah and Eli ha; He did it be broken-ju t held uo a little bit so that
at the hands of Jesus and Peter and Paul. His one big law can be fulfilled: the law of
as well as the lights, will still work.
T it any more unreasonable to suppose He did it at the hands of St. Francis and
(Turn to Page 8)

MIRACLES
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PAUL

The Belen ant

CHAPTER 13
PAUL A D THE CHUR H
· Hallelujah.'
A II praise to God,
Those ancient people sang
As the prophet of Nazareth ca111e ridini:
7 hrough their narrow city streets.
They thronged to feast their curious eye.1
On On e whose fame had filled their erery
But they never really saw him,
7 hey never understood him,
Their hearts were ne\'er hi.1.
It was their lips. and jmt their lips ..1·a11i:
H al/i/11jah.'

A frank attempt to learn from Paul
face the problems of today.
whose leaders are hard put to keep the
bored student from dropping out and seeking practical employment. It is an army
that drills and drills but never goes for,h
to battle, and it need cause little surprise
that many get tired of "soldiering" on the
job and go A.W .O.L. to see some action.
The church today is in danger of forgetting the purpose for which it was born,
of forgetting the program of its founder ,
Chri1t.
of forgetting how that founder proposed to
God's own anointed One.
build a new world, the Kingdom of Heaven
We later people say.
on earth . As Christ looks at a senile and
And women toil long, killing hours in
static church today, feebly protesting the
pain ,
horrors of the modern world, with no clear
And men are bowed with cruel wrong .
conception of what to do about it; hopeAnd children die who never learned to
lessly entangled in a co mpromise with both
1mile,
busin ess a nd government; looking to busiAnd nations strong make slaves of naness for its livelihood and to government
tions weak;
for its sanction; I wonder if He i not again
And hates divide the sons of men
impelled to cry out, " How long shall I
While we Christians share the spoi/1,
suffer you?" (Mark 9: 10) "Why call ye me
Too lost in things as they are to fight for
Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I
what ought to be.
say?" (Luke 6:46)
/1· it our lips , and nothing hut our lips.
What was Paul's conception of the
say
Church? Why did he travel from place to
··Christ''?
place at the risk of his life to establish
- " He Took it Upon Himself," churches? What was their relation to the
Margaret Slattery.
Kingdom of Heaven?
Before we answer these questions we
What should be the program of the
Church? What should it do, for what should mu t go back to the Founder of the church.
it stand, what should it offer ,and what de- Jesus Christ. Do not the lcgalists of today
mand? Many hristians are seriously ask- err, who insist that since the church wa,
ing those questions, as many arc dissatis- not founded until Pentecost, we cannot learn
about it from Jesus? but must look only
fied with the present program of the church.
to events following Pentecost, especially to
Much of our energy is expended in keeping
the machinery going, paying for the roof Paul, to learn the true pattern of the church?
over our heads, raising the minister's sal- After all, whose church is it? And who
founded it?
ary. attending many services. vainly trying
to "interest" members and non-members in
"011 this rock I will /mild my church"
"the church," preaching the theories of
Matt. 16:18)
If Christ's church, what kind of church
Christianity and the doctrine of the church
will it be? May we not well look at His
to those who have heard the same sermons,
life, consider His teachings, catch His spirit
lo. these many years, gaining a few young
a little more than we do, to see what kind
converts to take the place of tho e who
of church His church would be?
drop out through death or indifference. In
And C hri st did not leave us groping in
brief. the church is a student body that
the dark. He left u . a pattern, a miniature
studies and studies and never graduates, and

how Christians should
example of His church. He, with the twelve.
were the pattern for the church. True, it
was not fully organized or formerly launched until Penteco t, when the disciples caught
the Spirit of the Founder, but for three
years they were the Church de Facto, with
Jesus, by precept and example. howing
them what the church should be when
instituted.
The church, as portrayed by hrist, had
four vital functions. First, it wa a place
of worship. Jesus put the stamp of His approval upon formal worship ervices by attending the service of Hi day.
"And he came to Nazareth, where
he had been brought up; and as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue
on the sabbath day , and stood up for
to read." (Luke 4: 16)
Jesus knew that formality of wor hip wa
not enough unless the spirit of wor hip were
present in the hea rt of the wor hipper.
"God is a Spirit and they that worship him must worship him in spiri1
and in truth." (John 4:24)
The disciples continued the wor hip program in Chri t's church.
"And they, continuing daily with one
accord in the temple , and breaking
bread from house to house. did eat
their meat with gladness and singleness
of hearr , praisin<? God and having
favor with all the people . And the Lord
added to the Church daily rnch as
should be S(ll·ed (Acts. 2: 46-47)
Paul recognized the place of worship in
the Church. He attended worship ervices
whether on the last or the first day of the
week. whether indoors or out on the bank
of a river. (Acts 13: 14-16: 16:13; 20:7)
The second function of Chri t's church .
as demonstrated by Himself and the disciple , was fellowship. There wa a merging
of per onalities, a losing of individualities in
the group pirit. (John 17: 22-23; John 13:
34-35)
"Blest be the tie that binds
Our he'lrts in Christian /01·e;
PAGE FIVE

The fellowship of kindred minds
fl like to that above."
-John Fawcett
After Pentecost the disciples enjoyed thi
fello~ hip.
"A 11d the multitude that belie1·ed
were of one heart and one soul." (Act
4:32)
The Ma ter' prayer for them had been
an wered-they ~ere one. That i fellowhip, the kind that our churches rarely
lrno~.
To Paul. fellow hip ~ as also an integral
purpose of the church. ( 11 Cor. 6: 14;
Phil. 1: 3-9)
The third purpose of Christ' church wa
preaching and teaching.
"And He opened His mouth and
taught them." (Matt. 5:2) "Go ye therefore and teach all natiom." (\llatt. 28:
19)

The fir t church continued to teach.
"And daily in the temple and in
everv house, they ceased not to teach
and · preach Jesus Christ." (Acts 5:
42)
Paul placed much empha i on teaching.
(Rom. 12:6-7; I Cor. 4: 17; Col. I :28; Col.
3: 16; II Tim. 2:24) He believed in preaching.
"It please God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that beliel'e."
(I Cor. I :2,1)
But would Paul approve the rich plendor
of some men of today who live in manions, draw large salarie and drive chauffered cars, and dare call themselves "mini ter " ( ervants, or tho e who mini ter)?
Do the e word of Paul never trouble them:
·'laboring night and day," "not burden ome
to you," "having food and raiment let
u be content?"
Fourth and most important in the purposes of Christ' church because in it are
consummated all the others, wa serving
others. Christ came, not preaching a new
way of worship but a new way of living.
A few startling passages will suffice to stake
out the boundarie of the new life of the
Christian, a life that puts others fir t!
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself." (Matt. 22:39)
"Whosoever will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow me." (Mark 8:34)
"And Jesus went about all Galilee
teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease among the people" (Matt. 4:23)
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures
upon earth ... but lay for up for yourselves treasures in heaven." (Matt. 6:
19-20)
"And if any man will sue thee at the
law and take away thy coat, let him
have thy cloke also" (Matt. 5:40)
"For if ye forgive men their trespasses your heavenly Father will also
forgive you: But if ye forgive not their
trespasses, neither will your Father forPAGE SIX

(fi1·e your tre.1pas.1es." (Matt. 6:14-15)
"Then shall the King say unto them
011 his right hand, Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world. For I was (Ill hungered, and
ye gal'e me meat: I was thirsty and ye
gal'e me drink: I was a stranger, and
ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed
111e: I was sick, and ye visited me: I
was in prison, and ye came unto me
. . . lnas11111ch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it 111110 me." (Matt. 25:
34-36; 40)
The di ciple followed their Master in
thi re pect; they were servants; they put
others first. (Acts 4: 32-35; 11 :29)
Paul gave his life in serving others, and
taught hi followers to do likewise. (Gal.
5:13-14: Rom. 12:9-15)
The Church, then, according to the commands of Christ and the pattern demontrated by Him and the di ciple and followed by Paul, is a gathering together of
a group of believer in Je us for worshipping
God, fellowship with one another, teaching their brethern the Chri tian duties
and preaching the go pel to out iders, and
in serving each other and mankind.
The church was not the Kingdom. Jt
was formed for the purpo e of spreading
the go pel of the Kingdom, and to help
folk live a Citizen of that Kingdom. The
weekly worship ervice including the Communion or breaking of bread, reminded
them constantly of their Heavenly King
who had died for them, and wa an occasion of renewing their pledge of allegiance to Him.
Its preaching and teaching functions included informing and interesting others in
the Kingdom a well as instructing its citizens as to their privileges and duties.
It fellow hip was the answer to the basic
hunger of man for company with tho e of
like minds, kindred pirit , mutual hopes,
those who love him better than themselves.
"Forsooth, brothers, fellowship is
heaven, and the lack of fellowship is
hell; fellowship is life and the lack of
fellowship is death; and the deeds that
ye do upon the earth, it is for fellowship's sake that ye do them. Therefore,
I bid you not dwell in hell, but in heaven-upon earth, which is a part of
heaven and forsooth no foul part."
-William Morris
The early Christians needed this fellowship, thi comfort, thi encourageme~t: this
inspiration, in order to meet the nd1cul~,
ostracism and per ecution which wa their
daily experience. And this persec~tion i_n
turn drew them closer together m their
common cause, their common suffering.
Those who have shared pleasures are friends
but only those who have suffered together
for a great cau e really know fellowship.

"They cannot heal who h(/\·e 1101 .111//ered 11111ch,
For only sorrow sorrow 1111dersta11d1;
They will not come for healinR at our
touch
Who have 1101 seen the scars upon our
hands."
-Author Unkno~n
The church's main purpose to which the
other contributed and made possible, ~as
the sharing of the benefits of the Kingdom
with the world. This wa · summed up in
the command of the Great Commi sion.
The purpo e, then, of the Church wa to
build the Kingdom, strengthen the Kingdom,
extend the Kingdom, until God should rule
the world.
Is the church today building the Kingdom? Hardly. The church i trying desperately to build the church, forgetting Chri t\
warning that "He that saveth his life shall
lose it." Afraid of lising its life in the hope
of saving it in the Kingdom. Afraid to lose
it denominational identity, to find it again
in a larger life together. Afraid to give up
its wealth and prestige and become a servant for Christ.
Laymen are integrally a part of the world
that the Kingdom plainly was meant to supercede, the world of bu iness and government, hence they seem bound and helpless
to push a program that might endanger their
place in business and society, their profits
or their political security.
Ministers likewi e are bound to the status
quo, for should they dare procl~im a~ything radically different they might fmd
themselves among the unemployed. They,
like the unjust steward in Christ's parable
(Luke ,16: 1-12) consider, "! cannot dig; to
beg I am ashamed" and o mu t, like him
become an accomplice in covering up the
true debt the Master laid upon each of us.
.vfen inside and outside the church are
beginning to wonder if Jesus meant w~at
He said about some things that are vital
to life on this earth, or if He only dealt
in metaphors, speaking "spiritually," and of
life in Heaven. If the latter, then Christ a
an example is a deceit and His dream of
building the Kingdom here a delusion.
Where have we mis ed the way? One
thing we should remember is that the church
is here to serve and not to be served. She
has a duty to the people of the community
rather than that they have a duty to support the church. Christ came "not to be
ministered unto but to minister." (Mark
10:45)
The church today ha gone to seed on
Sunday Services at the expen e of weekday
service; on preaching and teachin~ Christian theory rather than demonstrating honest, loving, unselfish Christian livinf?.
Then we have tried too long to do thing
in our own strength and in our own way.
Theology, higher criticism, psychology, c~mpromises with worldly methods, have failed
and left us a sterile church. We have lost
the Holy Spirit.
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We have compromised the high standards
set by Jesus and taken the standards of the
world around us on the vital issues of
pleasure, divorce, race, money making and
war. We have compromised with business
and state and old our souls for wealth,
respectability and protection. The church
today is uneasy and ashamed, yet not quite
bold enough to break loose from the fetters that she has forged.
We have rejected Christ's methods, without which we can never hope to build His
Kingdom, have rejected the way of leaven
for the way of big business and mass organization, rejected the Way of the Cross
for the way of the sword. These are men'
methods and the result will be only another
kingdom of man, that will fall like those
man has built before. You cannot build
the Kingdom of God with the devil's bricks!
"Except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it: except
the Lord keep the city, the watchman
waketh but in vain." (Ps. 127:1)
We are beginning to see now where we
missed the Way. Since we've discarded
Christ's program of building a practical
Kingdom of Heaven on earth, repudiated
His methods, compromised His Gospel, and
lost His Spirit, there realy isn't much left
to preach about, is there, much left to
challenge men to give their lives, their
means, their talents to the church? Perhaps
that explains why increasing millions prefer to read the Sunday paper or listen to
the radio or go for an automobile ride under
God's Heaven, than to force the will to
drive the protesting body to the church,
where realities are swallowed up in generalities, where services have taken the place
of service and where Christ would feel
strangely out of place.
"Many ministers have commented on the
waning influence of the church, and generally they blame the jazz age. It is held
that man today has grown jaded and insensitive to the finer things of life. I disagree. Not man so much but the ministry has
turned smug, satisfied and worldly minded.
rt isn't that the community turns a somewhat
inattentive ear toward the preachers because they advance a scheme of life too
difficult and lofty. The thing they ask for
isn't good enough. They have succeeded in
reducing a daring and revolutionary philosoohy to a series of dull and petty compromises. Mystics and saints never fail to capture the imagination of humankind in any
age."
-Haywood \1. Broun in New York
World Telegram.
"Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
Shall we take His name down from the
church? Shall we close it up as in Russia
and desert to Communism or Dictator? Shall
we continue to compromise with the world
until men sicken of this pious pretense and
spew out the church as has been done in
that country and partly so at home, and
they turn to business, government and dictator for their needs?

o! ln God's name, o! Jf we do we're
lost as Russia is lost unless she changes.
Christ i the only solution, the only hope
for the world, the only answer! His program
the only program that will save the church
or civilization. His methods are the only
methods, His Way the only Way, His
Church the only means of building His
Kingdom!
But the church must be reborn or fall. A
house divided against itself cannot stand;
nor can a church half Christian and half
pagan long enudre. Great forces in the
world would make it pagan. As an aftermath
of war, dictatorship or semi-dictatorship prevails in most countries. This means the
tightening up on all liberties including religious liberty. Sooner or later the church,
which continues to compromise and accept shackles, will either rebel, or acquiece
to the point where it ceases to be Christ's
church. And then , because Christ's church
will never die, will arise a new nuclues,
a Gideon's band, a seed, that will defy any
authority except Christ's and will stage over
again the hard and dangerous battle for
"Men are tattoed with their special
beliefs like so many South Sea Islanders;
but a real human heart with divine love
i.n it beats with the same glow under all
the patterns of all earth's thousand
tribes."
_ Oliver Wendell Holmes

truth that the early disciples staged. Most
good comes out of suffering. It will take
uffering to bring into life this new Church.
We have indeed become soft in America,
especially soft are we Christians when we
think of facing danger or ridicule or jail
for our faith. But it will come to that again.
And on the ashes of the shaken down, divided church that has failed humanity and
the world, will arise a new church of Jesus
Christ, an all-the-way-with-Him Church, a
world-wide Church that knows no National
boundaries, no denominational divisions, no
race distinction, no creed or ritual except
the love and humility and suffering of Jesus.
Oh, Church of Christ, Awake!
"Come out from among them and
be ye seperate." (II Cor. 6: 17)
We have the answer the world is seeking,
waiting for, fighting for. To the church has
been entrusted the keys of the Kingdom.
"Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." (Matt. 16: 19)
We have the answer, locked up in the
church! We take the keys, open the sanctuary doors on Sunday, let folks in for a
glimpse of the Christ, and then carefully
shut and lock the doors and go our respective ways.
"Ye enter not in yourselves, and
them that were entering in ye hindered." (Luke 11: 52)
Dare we longer keep silent on the vital
issues of life, to save our jobs, our re-

spectable reputations, our prestige our
pride, yea, even our lives? If we do Christ
will repudiate us just as He did the Pharisees and lawyers, the religious leaders of
His day, because they put the church before
the needs of men, and will give His program to a nucleus who dare to be what His
Church should be, and then we start the
long hard climb upward again, with the
few true Christians persecuted, not only by
the world , but by organized religion itself, as
in Paul's day.
Do you say this can never happen, that
we're His Church? T wonder.
"By their fruits ye shall know them.''
(Matt. 7: 20)
What, then , to do?
The Church must confess her sins and
begin to be Christ's Church. She must call
her leaders to heart searching prayer and repentance. She must prayerfully examine her
program and ask of each item, "Would
Christ be doing this if He were here?''
She must lose her differences and become
One in building the Kingdom.
She must drop her race prejudice and
demand that her members recognize that
God is no respecter of persons.
The Church must break with the State,
in America as elsewhere, and cease being
an accomplice in war.
The Church must break with business
and seek first the Kingdom rather than
wealth and position and power.
The Church must give up the delusion
that the United States is a "Christian" Nation and that to be a good American is all
that is required of a follower of Christ. We
have adopted "Americanism" as our standard of conduct rather than Christ-like-ness.
The Church must return to the high standard of Jesus on the questions of conduct,
divorce and money making, and urge these
standards upon her members.
The Church neds to wake up to the fact
that it is not necessary to be a college graduate or a theologian to be a Christian, or
a power in His Kingdom. Theologians often
fiddle with fine phrases while the world
burns. They quibble over intricate interpretations and overlook simple command that
a twelve year old can understand.
Education can be a great aid in teaching the theory of Christianity, but is not
a requisite of demonstrating how one lives
who has Christ in his heart. Christianity to
be real must be caught rather than taught.
and people learn by seeing much more than
by being told.
Jesus passed up the theologians of His
day to choose unlearned fishermen as the
leaders in His Church. He didn't need men
of wisdom, He had all the wisdom necessary
for the movement. He did not need men
filled with their own importance or crammed
with contemporary learning. He needed only
simple, child-like men who would forget
self and obey Hirn.
"Whosoever shall not receive the the
kingdom of God as a little child shall
in no wise enter therein." (Luke 18:.17)
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The Church has set apart the ministry as
the ole guardians of the Truth, a separate
hiarchy, similar to that of priest , elders
and scribes of Jesus' day, based on schooling, degrees, titles, rather than on the Spirit
of Christ in their hearts.
The true leader in any church is the one
~ho lives nearest like Christ; the real mini ter is the one who best serves his fellows,
"'not for filthy lucre" but because he loves
them.
"By this shall all 111e11 know 1/w1 ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one
lo another." (John 13:35)
The Church must next call her member to elf-examining prayer. Each must
a k his God, "At what points am I failing
to Jive as Jesus would have me Jive?" This
must be done in private prayer. then in
prayer group , where failures can be confessed and loving advice sought.
Individuals and groups must prayerfully
scrutinize their vocations, beginning each
with his own. "Is my job Christian?" "Is
this work building or erving the Kingdom,
or helping mankind?" "Is it something Jesus
would do or approve?" "What about my
working on Sunday?" etc.
Next the Church must examine the life
of the community State and ation. Where
is it not in accord with His Kingdom? I
there drinking, gambling, crime, graft, injustice, war? If so, after humble prayer, pronounce the Church's judgment upon such
practice, law or custom and each member
take an active stand against it. The Church
must speak no word but Chri t's Word,
and Jive no way but Christ's Way.
Where docs this differ from the ordinary church plan? What changes would it
necessitate in the conventional church program?
First, it would mean a complete surrender of minister and members to the will of
Christ, They must honestly and humbly
pledge themselves to do only that which
they earnestly feel Christ would have them
do, and this no matter if it cost them money,
their jobs, friends, or even their lives.
Why is it that Charles .M. Sheldon's book,
"In His Steps" has sold more copies than
any other book but the Bible? ls it because
it gives a picture of what the world secretly longs to see happen in the church: the
doing exactly what Jesus would do? Why
should it be thought a thing incredible for
modern church members to act the way
the characters in that book are made to
act? It is no more than every one who calls
himself a Christian has pledged himself to
do. When you and I stood before His altar
and accepted Christ a our Saviour and
Example we then and there pledged that
the rest of our Jives we would follow "In
His Steps."
When this is done by a church group
in real life, things will happen very much
as they happened in that simple but great
book. Sheldon's imaginative account is at
best but a weak copy of the Book of Acts
of the Apostles where Paul and the disciples,
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by taking Je us' words at their face value
and following them literally, "turned the
world upside down."
Second, a church that would really be His
Church would search the
ew Testament
individually and in groups to find the answer to each question raised regarding the
church program or the lives of its members. First Christ's words and actions would
be studied for that answer, then the practice of the first church, then the life and
writings of Paul.
Hi Church would be much in prayer.
individually and in groups.
Then there would be group di cussion of
each problem.
ot arguing; humbly seeking, not opinions but a group vision of His
will.
How would this program affect the services in the church? It would probably mean
a Sunday morning service similar to the
present one. But the vital breath of reality
would permeate the whole service. Each
Jession would of necessity be geared to the
question, "How does this apply to me, John
Doe, and my pledge to do only what He
would do?" Sunday School class periods
would for the most part be used to prayerfully find the an wers to the problems that
faced the members in the week that had
passed or the week ahead.
It would bring the minister's sermon down
from the clouds of wordy theory, to an
humble and simple facing of facts, a sense
of awful responsibility for the day by day
decisions of the group before him, as he
attempts to lead them to the correct answer
to the question, "What would Jesu do, in
my place?"
It would most likely change the Sunday
night service entirely. The evening could be
devoted to prayer and a forum or round
table discussion of individual, group and
community problems that must be faced
in the light of His word.
It would surely mean a fellowship of
prayer some night during the week as the
group met to strengthen the faith of those
under persecution or ridicule or ostracism
or those unemployed because of their stand,
as these inevitable penaltie of literal obedience to Jesus came upon them.
It would mean a sharing of resources with
tho e unemployed or sick or destitute,
either in the local group or in other places,
all above one's actual needs being available to others.
Do you say that i not far different from
the present church program? No, only as
different as an imitation stone from the
genuine diamond, only as different as the
photograph of a man from that man in
the living flesh. We have the form, the
shell, the outline; but the life, the reality
has gone out of it. Why? Because we have
refused to face the hard facts, have compromised whenever a costly decision arose,
have refused to face the Cross of self-surrender, self-crucifixion.
In Christ's Church, the members would be
approaching the ways of the early disciples.

They met for worship, the breaking of bread
and the studying of His word, and for
preaching and prayer. They then went out
and lived as citizens of the Kingdom, fearlessly, unselfishly, loving, serving, resisting
tyranny and injustice and sin.
Meeting opposition, as we would today,
they met often to testify of their experiences
and to comfort and inspire one another. In
prayer together their strength and courage
were renewed to go forth again as Citizen
of the Kingdom.
They were meeting the realities of ever)
day life: occupation, property, laws, treatment of neighbors and enemies, law suits.
threats, arrest -in the light of "What would
Jesus do? What would He want me to do
or say?"
When the church begins to do these
things, Christianity will again be a reality
with us; a vital, living, dangerous, but glorious reality, as it was in the day of Paul
and the first di ciple , and again the Lord
will be adding to the church daily.
It will demand and get the best of men
for it will demand their all. Differences will
melt away in prayer and denominations will
be driven together for mutual protection.
Many members will drop out as they
find this way too hard, too trict, requiring too much surrender, but the remainine
few will be the stronger for their going. ~
Business interests and governments will
oppose the rising strength of this virile
church that laughs at danger and rejoices
in persecution, for it will threaten all authority which is contrary to Christ's Way.
Once more His followers will begin turning
the world upside down to build the Kingdom of Heaven.
If we do these things we will again be
Christ's Church and the gates of Hell shall
not prevail against it.
And, Christian minister, it all must wait
on you; your complete surrender, your
self-crucifixion, your breaking with the ways
of men so that you can show men the Wa)
of God. Are you ready to give up your
comfortable parsonage if necessary, your
car, your place of prestige and popularit)
in the community, and face ridicule, persecution, poverty, working with your bare
hands, perhaps facing prison or death, to
follow Christ literally and show men the
Way? When you are, His Kingdom will begin to come and you wlil know the jo)
and fellowship of His suffering as did Paul.
(Continued Next Month)

MIRAC LES
(From Page 4)
His great Love.
Jesus said: "The Son of Man is not come
to destroy men's lives, but to save them:·
(Luke 9: 56)
God didn't put us here with no recourse
for our sins, no repair hop for our accidents. He made His Son the Great Physician to bind up and to heal and to make
alive again, that which has been broken
and sick and dead because of sin.

PRODIGAL SONS
Today I want to study with you the immortal story of the Prodigal Son as told
by Jesus and recorded in Luke, the 15th
chapter:
"A certain man had two sons: and the
younger of them said to his father, Father,
give me the portion of goods that falleth to
me. And he divided unto them his living.
And not many days after the younger son
gathered all together, and took his journey
into a far country, and there wasted his
substance with riotous living.
.. And when he had spent all, there arose
a mighty famine in that land; and he began
to be in want. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he
sent him into his fields to feed swine. And
he would fain have filled his belly with the
husks that the swine did eat: and no man
gave unto him.
"And when he came to himself, he said,
How many hired servants of my father's
have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish with hunger! I will arise and go to
my father, and will say unto him, Father,
I have sinned against heaven, and before
thee, And am no more worthy to be called
thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.
" And he arose, and came to his father.
But when he was yet a great way off, his
father saw him , and had compassion, and
ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.
And the son said unto him , Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight,
and am no longer worthy to be called thy
son.
"But the father said to his servants, bring
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his
feet: and bring hither the fatted calf, and
kill it: and let us eat, and be merry: for
this my son was dead, and is alive again;
he was lost, and is found." (Luke 15: 1124)

All men are prodigals, but not all have
gotten sufficiently tired of living with the
hogs and eating the husks of life to come
home to the Father, own up to their mistakes and ask to be taken back into the
Family of God.
We are all prodigals, or have been. You
may not have gone off into a far country
and soent all your substance in riotous . sinful living, you may never have gotten drunk
in your life, you may always have been a
respectable and respected member of society
or the church. But just the same, "all have
sinned and come short of the Glory of
G(l,d." (Rom. 3:23)
Everyone of us has received from the
Father, our inheritance: this body, this mind,
this soul, these talents, and we have gone
on our own wilful way, doing things our

way, spending this energy and these talents
in the way we thought best, being independent, breaking loose from the Father's parental authority, to do as we pleased.
That's what the prodigal son did. He
wanted to be independent. He wanted to
get out on his own, to do as he pleased , to
have a good time, to be his own boss.
Friends, there is really just ONE sin in
all the world and that is putting OUR ideas
and OUR ways up against the commands
and the ways of God. All sin comes under
this category .
The prodigal thought he was having a
good time for a while. He was independent,
he was away from the watchful eye and the
disapproval of his father, he had money, he
had himself a time.
"The Test of tolerance comes when
we are in a majority; the test of courage
comes when we are in a minority."
__Ralph W. Sockman

But, as usual, that soon ended. His money
was soon gone, his fairweather friends deserted him, and soon he was hungry and
in desperate condition, so desperate that he
was forced to take the most low-down job
that any Jew could imagine: herding a bunch
of hogs, and living on the husks that the
swine ate. He couldn't have gotten any
lower down, he was worse than in the gutter. He was in the hog pen!
That's what the devil does to God's
children whenever we give him a chance.
He robs us of our birthright, robs us of
our substance, robs us of our health and
our manhood, robs us of our friends, robs
us of our opportunities in life, robs us and
leaves us lying with the hogs, our bellies
full of husks.
r have seen the Devil do this to fine men
and women, through his devil's brew: liquor. I have seen him rob men of their
self-respect, rob them of their money and
their jobs, rob them of their wives and
their children and their homes, rob them
of their virtue and their hope, rob them
of their salvation. and leave them shabby
and sick and lost, on their way to hell.
I have had men come to me for help
whom the Devil had robbed of everything
through drink , their health shattered, their
clothes dirty and torn, their home and their
jobs gone, their friends gone, their money
gone, their hope gone, down in the hog pen
with the swine, with only the un-satisfying
husks of life.
I have had them come, dragging a wife
down with them, a wife with practically no
clothes, no home, sleeping by the roadside,
walking the highways, dependent on charity.
That' what the Devil does to some prodi-

gals, with his number one weapon, Drink.
But no matter who you are or how badly
the Devil has battered you down into sin,
the Father is waiting and longing for the
day when you will come to yourself, get up
and come back to Him.
The Bible says the prodigal "came to
himself. " He finally woke up to WHO he
was. He realized that he was not a hog,
nor a herder of hogs. That he was not a
tramp or a slave, only a fool. That he was
the son of a wealthy and good father, whose
every servant had enough and to spare.
Can't you hear that young man 's indignation at himself and his predicament, when
he "came to himself." "Here I am, ragged,
filthy and starving. And no one thinks I
amount to anything, no one cares. While
all the time I am my Father's son. My
Father is rich and well thought of, my
family name is known and respected all
over that country. This is no place for me!"
And immediately he did something about
it. "He arose and came to his father." That
really showed some sense.
But the Father hadn't forgotten the boy.
Each evening the old heart-sick man would
go down to the gate and look longingly up
the lane to see if his boy was coming home.
Night after night a light was left in the
window. Day after day the Father's eyes
would turn towards the horizon to see if
perchance there was a speck of dust that
might herald the homecoming of his beloved son.
And at last that vigil was rewarded. One
evening the father saw a sore-footed, ragged,
emaciated body approaching. Hastily running down the lane he discovered that,
sure enough, it was the long-lost boy come
home. He ran to the tired, tarved boy and
"fell 011 his neck and kissed him" and
brought his son proudly to the house.
Yes, no matter how far you have wandered away from God, He is patiently, anxiously waiting for you to come home and
confess your sins, and He is willing to forgive and welcome you back .
"The father said to his servants,
Bring forth the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet: and bring hither
the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us
eat, and be merry. For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found."
It is significant in this parable which Jesus
told to show u God's love and forgiveness
when we go astray, that the Father didn't
take the good things of His household and
carry them into the far country and put
them on the prodigal while he was still
in the hog pen.

(Turn to Page 12)
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CHRIST
AND THE HEADLINES
An earnest attempt to look at today's events through the
eyes of Jesus.

WHAT GOD HATH JOINED
We have been a ked this question: ls it
ever right for a Christian to get a divorce
and then to marry someone else? With the
help of God and Hi Word, 1 want to
answer tbat question.
This i an important question. It is of
trcmendou importance in the United States
and in the church of Jesus Chri t. Jesus
bad a lot to say on this question , and so
did Paul. It would pay us to listen to them
and to obey, rather than to listen to some
man, whether he be a lawyer, a psychiatrist,
or a mini ter. Many ministers have pu syfooted and compromised on this question
and have, along with some lawyers, become
accomplices in the sin of divorce and adultery.
America is fast becoming a land of free
love, of legalized adultery. Beginning in
Hollywood and spreading into every little
village; divorce, broken homes, homeless
children, are an ever-growing tragedy. It
has been said that one out of every five
marriages in America go on the rocks.
Drink, fa t living, finances, and many other
things are given as the causes. But the
church is also to blame. It has not stood
boldly on God's Word, it has not always
taught or practised God's Way, His Divine
plan of one woman for one man, that God
instituted in the Garden of Eden, and which
Satan ha broken up. Even as the Devil
caused Adam and Eve to be cast out of their
Garden of Eden, so does he today break
up happy homes and turn what was meant
to be a heaven on earth, into the torments
of hell.
But what does God's Word say about this
question? Listen:
"And the Pharisees came to him, and
asked him, l s it lawful for a man to
put away his wife? Tempting him. And
he answered and said unto them. What
did Moses command you? And they
said, Moses suffered to write a bill of
divorcement, and to put her away.
"And Jesus answered and said unto
them, For the hardness of your heart
he wrote you this precept. But from the
beginning of the creation God made
them male and female. For this cause
thall a man leave his father and mother,
and cleave to his wife; and they twain
shall be one flesh: so then they are no
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let no
man put assunder." (Mark 10:2-9)
This scripture is cry tal clear. There are
no ifs, ands or buts; no maybe so's, and no
loopholes. "Whosoever shall put away his
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wife and nrnrry another. commifleth adultery."
And v.hat i the punishment for adultery?
Turn with me to Galatians 5: 19-2,1:
ow the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: Adultery . fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness. idolatry, witchcraf f. hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which
l tell you before, as 1 have also told
you in time past, that they which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." (Gal. 5:19-21)
Many people, and many ministers too,
take refuge in what they think is a loophole
version of Christ's
given in Matthew'
word . In Matthew 5:32, Jesus says, "Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for
the cause of fornication, causeth her to
comit adultery." They argue that if one
partner is untrue to the marriage vows, that
excuses the other, and is a just Bible reason
for divorce. They overlook two things here
and thus fall into error.
First, they confuse fornication with adultery. Fornication i the co-habitation of a
man and a woman before marriage. Adultery is the unlawful co-habitation of a married person with someone besides his or her
own spou e.
Deuteronomy 24:1, in the law of Moses,
gives the key to the interpretation of this
verse in Matthew which we just read. It
reads:
When a man hath taken a wife, and
married her, and it comes to pass that
she find no favor in his eyes, because
he has found some uncleanness in her;
then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send
her out of his house."
This Jaw permitted a man who had married a wife and found that she was not
clean, that she was not a virgin, to give her
a divorce. This was the course contemplated
by Joseph the hu band of Mary, the mother
of Jesus.
"When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph , her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was
minded to put her away privily. But
while he thought on these things, behold. the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy

Ghost . . . Then Joseph, being raised
from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him , and took unto him
his wife." (Matt. J:.18-20; 24)
The Bible, then, allows a person coming to the marriage and finding the other
per on not clean, not chaste, not a virgin.
to have the marriage annulled or get a divorce. But this ays nothing about the right
of divorce for adultery, which is unfaith fulness AFTER their marriage.
The econd fallacy of many people who
argue for their right to divorce and remarry, is that the verse relied on, quoted
from Matthew, makes no provision for the
so-called "innocent party" to re-marry, as
many ministers and laymen contend.
You will note that this passage does not
say that " Whosoever shall marry her tha1
is divorced committeth adultery, UNLESS
she was the INNOCENT party to the divorce." It says "WHOSOEVER shall marr)
her that is divorced committeth adultery."
Period.
Another argument for getting around J eus' plain teaching on- this matter of divorce is widely used by ministers and men
and women. It is their interpretation of this
passage, "What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put assunder." (Mark
10:9)
They argue that many folks today find
their mates in honky tonks, dance hall ,
road side parks, and that God hath nothing to do with bringing them together.
and therefore this verse does not apply to
them and they are free to get a divorce
whenever they feel like it.
It is true that marriages which begin in
a bar-room have much Jess chance of
succes and happiness than those whose romances begin in a church or Christian young
people's society, but this verse cannot be
so easily explained away. This verse must
be taken in connection with the verses that
precede it. The word "therefore" ties it to
them. Let's read them again.
But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.
For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and cleave to his
wife; and they twain shall be one flesh:
so then they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What, THEREFORE, Go,d hath
joined together, let not man put asunder." (Mark 10:6-9)
Verse 9, the "What therefore God hath
joined together," refers to verses 6 & 7:
"From the beginning of the creation God
made them male and female. For this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother, and
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be
one flesh." (Mark I 0:6-7)
God ordained from the beginning that
one man should have one woman. He so
instituted marriage in the Garden of Eden
when He made of Adam's rib a helpmeet
for Him . He made only ONE Eve for ONE
Adam .
So, God hath joined together a man and
a woman by instituting the relationship of

marriage and by it making them one flesh.
And God says, "let not man put asunder
what I have ordained to be one, one flesh,
one man and one woman."
If one wants his marriage to last or be
happy, let him choose with more care the
one he picks for his mate, to become one
with him. Many marriages break up becau e of the loose teachings on divorce, because of their easy assurance that if they
don't like the one they choose, they can
quickly divorce him or her and get another. This is contrary to God's will and
His Word.
_A_nother fallacy in the arguments of many
ministers and laymen on this question of divorce is that nowhere in the New Testament
does either Jesus or Paul make provision
for a divorced person to re-marry, no matt~r ~hether they are the one guilty of fornication or adultery, or whether they are
the so-called "in nocent party." Let's examine again the Scriptures:
"Whosoever shall put away his wife,
and marry another, committeth adultery against her. And if a woman shall
put away her husband, and be married
to another, she committeth adultery."
(Mark JO: 11-12)
H~~e Jesus doesn't make any special
prov1s10n for anyone, whether the sinner
or the sinned against, to re-marry. According to this scripture, the so-called "innocent
party" to a broken marriage, commits adultery if he or she marries omeone else and
s? i · guilty o~ the same sin that the original
sinner committed: the sin of adultery.
Paul is equally clear and emphatic on
this point. Listen:
"And unto the married I command
yet not I, but the Lord, Let not th;
wife depart from her husband: But and
if she depart, let her remain un-married, or be reconciled to her husband:
and let not the husband put away his
wife." (f Cor. 7: 10-11)
"For the woman which hath an husband is hound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the
husband he dead, she is loosed from
the law of her husband. So then if,
while her husband liveth she be rnarried
to another man, she shall he called an
adulteress: but if her husband be dead
she is free from that law; so that sh;
is no adulteress, though she be married
to another man." (Rom. 7: 2-3)
Let me repeat: It is quite clear from these
passages I have quoted to you from God's
Wor~. that there is no Christian condoning
of divorce, and certainly none for re-marriage as long as the former husband or wife
is living.
When you took your marriage vows in
the sight of God, you olemnly pledged to
ta~e him or her as your lawfully wedded
wife or hu band, " o long a you both shall
live" or '"Til death doth you part." Tf you
have not kept that vow, you have committed two sins: you have lied to God, and
you have committed adultery.

But you say, ·'What am I going to do?

I can't live with thi husband of mine. He
drinks and he runs around with other women. Is it right to live with him while he
does that?"
Certainly not. If you continue to live with
him while he is untrue, you are condoning
his sin. What can you do? You can separate
yourself from him until he repents and
straighten up and is ready to be a true
husband. There is no Scripture which forbids a separation. Why do you want a
divorce, rather than a separation, if it is
not so that you can marry omeone else,
which is a in?
o marriage situation is hopele s if you
believe in God and will trust Him to work
it out. I have seen what seemed like hopeless marriages saved when the situation was
honestly surrendered to God, with the determination to do His will, obey His Word,
and take whatever consequences their folly
might bring upon them. Here is what God's
Word says to do:
"If any brother hath a wife that belie1•eth not, and she be pleased to dwell
with him, let him not put her away.
And the woman which hath an husband that helieveth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell with her, let her not
lea1•e him. For the unbelieving husband
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean:
hut now are they holy. But if the unbe-

Jesus' Tomb
Found Empty!
(New~ a, it might have been 1f
there had been new~paper~ 1900
yearn ago).
Strange stories have flow.n through
the streets of Jerusalem all this day.
The first rumor was rhat Jesus had
actually risen from the dead as he
had promised his disciples he would
do on the third day.
To guard against the hoax of his
body being secretely removed to
leave the impression of his resurrection, a huge stone was sealed over
the opening of the tomb and a
strong guard set on Friday night.
Early visitors at the tomb this
moruiing found the seal broken, the
stone removed and the guards in a
stupor. What happened no one seems
as yet to know. It was rumored that
some of his followers had seen angels
in the tomb and some claimed to
have seen Jesus himself but others
refused to believe it.
All throu~h the day whispers continued to fly of Jesus' appearance
here and then there, first in Jerusalem, then at Emmaeus, then in
Jerusalem again.
Of course, these rumors are inC~*;d_ible, but what wonderful possib,lit,es for the revival of his movem.ent if his followers should see Jesus
alive as ,he promised, or if they
should THINK they saw him!
The Jerusalem Herald, Sunday
April 7, A. D. 30.
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liel'ing depart, let him depart. A brother
or a sister is not under bondage in such
cases: but Cod hath called us to peace.
For what knowest thou, 0 wife, whether thou shalt sal'e thy husband? or how
knowest thou, 0 man, whether thou
shalt save thy wife? (I Cor. 7: 12-16)
You will note that Paul says, "But if the
unbelieving depart, let him DEPA RT." But
he doesn't say divorce him. Let him depart
until he is ready to come back and be a
hristian husband.
"Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that, if any
obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; while they behold
your chaste conversation co!lpled with
fear. Whose adorning let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting of the
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of puttinR on of apparel;
"But let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price. For after this manner in
the old time the holy women also, who
trusted in Cod, adorned themselves
being in subjection unto their own hus~
bands: Even as Sara obeyed A bra ham,
calling him lord: whose daughers ye
are, as long as ye do well, and are not
afraid with any amazement.
"Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with
them according lo knowledge, giving
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life; that your prayers
be not hindered." (I Pet. 3: 1-7)
Friends, thou and of men and women
in the church today are guilty of thi sin
of adultery, the sin of divorce and remarriage. Except you repent you will have
to answer at the judgment bar of God. And
many a divorce lawyer and many a compromi ing minister who has re-married these
divorcee will be landing at that ame bar
of judgment to give an account of themselves to God as accomplices in the ever
spreading in of adultery by divorce and remarriage.
Putting an ea y divorce law on the tatute
books doesn't alter the laws of God. You
can run to Reno and get rid of your wife
or husband , but you can't run away from
God or the consequences of your sin.
And to you who are not yet married, may
I ay, "look before you leap" o that after
"leaping" you may be able to tand. "and
havini done all, to stand." (Eph. 6: 13)
"From the bef?inning of the creation
God made them male and female. For
this callse shall a man leave his father
and mother. and cleave to his wife;
and thev twain shall be one flesh: so
then they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined
tof!ether. let not man put asunder."
(\fark 10: 6-9)
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PRODIGAL SONS
(From Page 9)
fhc best robe, the signet ring, the nc~
shoes, and the fatted calf are not for us
until we come to ourselvc , get up and go
back to the Father's house and confe s
our sins. The Father did not take the best
robe into the far country, put it on the
bo) and permit him to wallow it in the
mire with the hogs. He did not take th e
new shoes into the far country, put them
on the prodigal and let him continue to
follow the hogs a little more comfortabl,.
either did he send the roasted calf over
to the far country so that the prodigal could
mix it with his diet of husks.
o! If we want God's good things, we
must go home after them. We must leave
our hog pen and our husk , leave our
stubbornness and our pride and our independence and our own ideas and go home
and own up to our sin and our own unworthiness. Then, and not until them, i
the Father's bounty available and freely
given to us.
Many prodigal today, whether hog-pen
prodigals or respectable ,head-strong churchgoing prodigals, want and seem to think
they are entitled to God's good gifts while
still living in the far country, still away
from God and home, still independent, still
proud, still disobedient. Just because they
say. 'Tm sorry, and please help me, because I need help."
Some hog-pen prodigals, gutter prodigals,
drink enslaved prodigals, come to u for
help, for food and shelter and a prayer
for their health. Without having come to
themselves and without being willing to
rise up and come back to God, the Father,
cry out "God be merciful to me, a inner." They expect a little help here, a little
there; while still clinging to their bottle and
their in .
But God, like the prodigal's father in the
story, reserves His good things for His
children, when they are repentant enough
to COME HOME and STAY HOME and
own up to their sins.
There arc many "respectable prodigals"
who are just as stubborn and di obedient as
the hog-pen variety, though they would
never own up to being prodigals and would
be furious if you dared call them prndigals.
Many of them are church members, having
a form of Godliness but denying the power
thereof. They have read about Jesus in
a Book, but they've never met Him personally as their Saviour and Lord and Master.
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Return

They have their own ideas about Christianity, about God, about the church, about
Heaven and about Hell. And they wouldn't
take what the Bible says about any question, if it wa contrary to their own ideas
or their own intcre ts.
Occa,· ionally they get sick or in trouble
and run to a man of God who believe, in
prayer, and a k him to ·· ay a prayer" for
them. They want to be healed of some disease, the) want the Holy Gho t, they want
guidance, they want God to increase their
finances. But they want these things on
their own terms.
The e prayers are seldom answered because they have never really returned to
the Father. They are still in the far country
of their own wilful independence and disobedience. They are still living with the forbidden swine and eating the dry hu ks of
their lifeless religion. And God doc n't hand
out His best robe for them to proudly wear
in their independence, or hand over His
signet ring of authority for them to wave
boastfully in their own domain; nor does
He furnish the shoes and the fatted calf
for them to enjoy in their own sweet way.
o! God reserve Hi best gift for those
who are fed up with their own ways and
who come home on bended knee and beg
the Father to forgive them and take them in.
And what arc the c gifts that the Father
lava hcd on his returned son? First, the best
Robe, representing Salvation and the Righteousness of Christ.
"I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my soul shall be joyful in my Cod;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself
with her jewels." ([sa. 61: I 0)
\!fan's righteousness can never save him.
1t takes the righteou ncss and the atoning
blood of J csus Christ.
"But we are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are a.1 filthy
rags." (Isa. 64: 6)
o the Father, when the prodigal returns
in repentance, covers up his filthy rags of
self-righteousness with the spotless robe of
Christ's righteousness and "remembers our
sin 110 more."
ext, "put a ri11i on his hand." In olden
day a king would give his prime minister
a si1mct ring bearing the King' seal. Whatever writing or decree the officer would
seal with an impression of that ring, was
accepted as from the King, himself. This
signet ring which God gives His returned

prodigals is the seal of authorit,, the assurance that the arc "no more servant\.
hut f riend.1," for they have received the
"spirit of a,doptio11 whereby we cry A hha.
Father." (Rom. 8: -14-17)
"And shoes 011 his feet." God promise,
guidance to His sons and daughter , and
strength to walk "in hi.1 steps." (I Pct. 2:21 l
"A nd thine ears shall hear a word
hehi11c/ thee, saying, This is the way.
walk ye i11 it, when ye turn to the rig/,/
hand, and when ye turn to the left."
(Isa. 30: 21)
"Thy word is a lamp 111110 my feet,
and a light 1111to my path." (Ps. 119:
I 05)

"A 11d bring hither the fatted calf" The
Father promises to supply all our needs ii
we are His obedient children.
"Seek ye first the Kingdom of Cod
and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you." (Matt.
6: 33)
"My Goel shall supply all yo11r need
according to his riches i11 glory hy
Christ Jesus." (Phil. 4: 19)
Arc you a prodigal son or a prodigal
daughter, either a hog-pen variety or a
respectable, religious variety of independence. of self-will, of disobedience to God?
He is looking down the lane this evening,
longing to ee you come home, fall on your
knees and a. k Him to forgive you.
If vnn will come. Hr will put His arm'>
around you and kiss the tears away. He
will wrap you in His robe of Salvation and
the spotless blood-washed righteousness of
Christ. He will give vou His si!>net ring of
authority to live and act as His on. He
will give you guidence and strength to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, and He will
suoply your every need.
You want them while still living in the
far country of your own disobedience, away
from God.
You can't have them that wav. You mu. t
come home to get them. And if you refuse
to come home. humble your elf and ask for
the Father' mercy. you can remain in the
hog-pen and live and die on the hu ks that.
after all, you have chosen.
"Brethren, mv heart'~ desire and
praver to God for Israel is. that thev
mi.(?ht he saved. For T hear them record
that thel' have a 7""' of God. hut not
according to knowled!!e. For thev hei11r>
ir?11orant of Cod's riehteousnesr. and
1wing aho11t to establish their own
riRhteousness. have not s11b111itted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
(Rom. 10: 1-3)

